 terday approved changes that will liberalize some party procedures
~ but notenough to satisfy stauneh reformists. d IR

“and ratified at the party congress in July. They allow L

';_party“secretaries, above the lowest level, to two terms .

" apply to Kania.

" significant turnover at the basic'partY-level;

o CIAéOf’.;., 2 .N'ID.‘S,IV-"_ - e L

~ April 17, 1981

© POLAND: Liberalization of Party Statntas

jA’awnﬁission under the>direétion_of‘party-Zeader~Kania yes—r
"~ .The changes are to be made in the party statutes

for the secret election of officials at all levels, the . .
nomination of multiple candidates, and the limitation.-of <=3 7

in office. - The lattir,provision presumablyiwpuldlalso'j_f?ff f'

Liberalization*bfbthe election ru1e5~willrmake,it;§g@‘QHQ

vmére‘difficult,for’thé central apparatus to control the

selection of lower ranking officials. - The Central Com-
mittee allowed party organizations to experiment with -
liberalized rules last December, and there has been

By proposing the changes, the central leadership

' _hopes to demonstrate its commitment towxefprm.in‘general ;‘Q'1-
‘ana blunt pressures from lower levels. Party leaders v

also may believe that, above the basic party level, they =~

" can manipulate the elections because few will know the
.+ candidates for office. Rank-and-file reformers, on the - .
' other hand, believe they can use the rules to oust con-.
“servatives at all levels of the party.. ' SN

. Other changes in the party statutes appear more tra- -
ditional. While allowing a party member greater opportu-
nity to criticize the majority viewpoint, the statutes

" prohibit "the use of democracy for work of a factional

nature." They also reaffirm the party's commitment to

democratic centralism, something that staunch reformers
consider the root of the party’s problems.

' pissatisfied with only half measures, rank-and-file
reformers will press for more changes and for greater

~influnence at the party congress. Those who organized

the meeting in Torun on Wednesday already plan to hold .
several more sessions in the coming months, including
one in Gdansk. , -

~-continued
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ibﬁfMilitéry Situation
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" We" have observed:-little change in military
‘ini:and: around-Poland;
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